The day was March 7, the Chief Justice was Deborah Poritz 
and the Governor was James E. McGreevey. They were present in 
the morning to swear in Jack Lettiere as the new Transportation 
Commissioner. 

In the afternoon Lettiere received the well wishes of about 400 
co-workers at Headquarters. 

“There’s no better way to celebrate than to be at NJDOT with 
the people I’ve worked with and know,” said Lettiere. 

Amid banners, signs, homemade treats and decorations, 
Lettiere’s “DOT family” celebrated his rise in the Department over 
30 years. 

Appointed by Governor James E. McGreevey in December 


2002 to succeed Jamie Fox as Commissioner, Lettiere is distinct 
from all other commissioners: he is the first to emerge from the 
ranks. 

“T thank the Governor for his confidence in appointing me and 
Jamie Fox for his tutelage while commissioner,” said Lettiere. 

His previous experience will stand him in good stead. 
Appointed Deputy Commissioner in February 2002, Lettiere served 
as Assistant Commissioner for Capital Investment and has managed 


Vince Gervastoni, Crew Supervisor, Overhead Signs; Tommy 
Myestu, Sign Technician 3; Commissioner Jack Lettiere and 
Attillio Avino, Sign Technician 1 celebrate at the reception 

at Headquarters, following the Commissioner’s swearing in 
ceremony in the State House. 


the Department’s Capital Program since 1993. 
Lettiere says he is counting on his NJDOT family, 5,000 
strong, to help him. 


Department tackled snow that kept on falling 


Scheduling Clerk Darlene Posluszny and 
Principal Engineer Ronald Rauth worked 
in the snow room during the Christmas 
Day snow storm. 


The winter of 2002-2003, with a 
total snowfall of 60 inches, is one New 
Jersey residents will remember. Two major 
holidays, Christmas and President’s Day, 
saw major snowfalls of 15 and 35 inches, 
respectively. 

This was on top of the ‘mini’ 
snowfalls of one-three inches, and the ice 
that blocked the rivers and the New York/ 
New Jersey harbors between the two major 
storms. Then, in what would be the final 
storm, the state received another five-inch 
snowfall on April 7. 


The Christmas storm summoned 461 
employees — including supervisors and 
volunteers — to work round-the-clock shifts 
on the roadways and in the snow room. In 
addition, 49 garage employees and hired 
contractors were also on the job. 

“We had an early snowfall before 
the holiday, but the Christmas storm was 
especially demanding, and the probion 
is, the storms just didn’t 
stop,” said Clint Griggs 
the Trenton Emergency 
Control Center 
Supervisor. “I worked 
the midnight shift on 
Christmas Day.” 

Other snow 
room staff on the job 
with Griggs were 
Principal Engineer 
Ronald Rauth, 
Scheduling Clerk 
Darlene Posluszny, 
Secretarial 
Assistant 2 Karen 
Romanowsky, Principal 
Engineer Gary Stout, Supervising Engineer 
Ray Burroughs, Supervisor - Equipment 
Schedules Kim Burkhardt, Sign Technician 
John Stillitano, Micro-electric Systems 
Technician Fred Harker, Engineering 
Technician Lew Branin, Manager, 
Construction & Maintenance Larry Sroka 
and Principal Engineer Dan Junier. 

The worst snowstorm, however, was 
the President’s Day storm February 16-18. 
Governor James McGreevey declared a 


state of emergency on Sunday. The NJDOT 
deployed 1,800 snowplows, sand and 

salt spreaders. NJ TRANSIT kept trains 
running, but shipping ports closed and 
stranded travelers slept at Newark Liberty 
International Airport. 

NJDOT employees did such a great 
job keeping the state moving during the 
storm, that Radio Station 101.5 coined the 
phrase “NJDOT Rocks” as it reported road 
conditions throughout the 
state. They didn’t get much 
rest. 

“We were afraid that 
if they went home they 
wouldn’t be able to make it 
back,” Commissioner Jack 
Lettiere said. 

They stayed at garages, 
dubbed “Hotel NJDOT” by 
Lettiere, working 12-hour 

shifts, sleeping in the 
maintenance buildings, then 
going back to the plows and 
trucks again. 

Deputy Commissioner Jim 
Snyder summed it up at the Work 
Zone Safety Conference recently, when he 
said, “Let me tell you, I am tired of snow!” 

“This past winter took its toll on our 
roads.” he said. “And just as with snow 
removal, we have a zero tolerance for 
potholes. We have commited our 100 road 
crews to performing roadway repair work 
and we have advertised three additional 
pavement repair and resurfacing contracts 
to assist with this program.” 


Thanks to Project Engineer Robert Malinoski’s 
generosity, the NJDOT Research Library now owns a book 
packed with information about 195 highway designs. 

The 1954 edition of the “Bible” of highway designs for the 
nation, the “Blue Book” — ‘A Policy on Geometric Design of 
Rural Highways — was published by The American Association 
of State Highway Planning Officials (AASHO) in Washington, 
D.C. That edition and the 1959 reprint were revisions of 
AASHTO’s Policies on Geometric Highway Design, published 
in 1950. 

“The Book is packed with information and requires some 
familiarity with its layout to find information,” said Malinoski. 
“NJDOT uses it in conjunction with its own NJDOT Design 
Manual that the department wrote and introduced in 1984. 

“We took information from the ‘Book’ so our manual 
would cover highway Safety Design, Hydraulic Design and 
Roadside Sign Design — things like breakaway signs. These 
were, incidentally, designed by a retired DOT engineer, 
Richard A. Strizki, who holds a patent for the New Jersey load 
concentrated breakaway coupling.” 

Like a chameleon, the Book has changed color through the 
years. It remained blue until the 1973 edition when it became 
red, and in 1984 it became green and has remained green. 
Regardless of the color, the book is valuable to NJDOT as a 
reference, as an historic document and as a research tool. 

“T can tell you that if we had the Book last year, I would 
not have had to borrow it from another library,’ said Carol 
Paszamant, NJDOT Research Librarian. 

“From what I have heard from engineers, early editions 
often spell things out in a level of detail that often gets lost in 
later editions. And, from a legal standpoint, it’s necessary to 
know what the standards were at a particular point in time.” 


Welcome 
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FHWA has workplace in E&O Building 


Assistant Commissioner Art Silber, Federal Highway (FHWA) Administrator Dennis 
Merida and Director Brian Strizki meet at the newly created FHWA workstation located 
on the seventh floor of the E&O Building. ‘The new space gives us a place to work 
together as a team. FHWA staff will also have access to many of our tracking systems, 
including construction orders and project reporting. 


NJDOT Research Librarian Carol Paszamant places the 1954 
edition of the “Blue Book” of highway designs donated by Project 
Engineer Robert Malinoski on the library shelves. 


Newly promoted from Design to Project Engineer, 
Malinoski inherited the book from R. William Fisher Jr., 
who had inherited from his father, R. William Fisher, Sr. 
Both were NJDOT design engineers. 

“T was glad to give the book to the library for its use as 
a reference tool,” said Malinoski. 

And of Malinoski’s generosity, Paszamant said, “From 
a library standpoint, these prior editions are not replaceable. 
We’re lucky we have an engineer who has the wherewithal 
to save an older edition, and the generosity of spirit to share 
ie 


ne Tre vine is pu sis 
eS: and: retirees fe th 


222 Ee 


Milestones 


Two alumni return 


Madelyn Rumowicz 

Assistant Commissioner for 
Interagency Coordination Madelyn 
Rumowicz recently returned to NJDOT 
after a six year hiatus. Living in Rhode 
Island, she served as a member of the 
governor’s Blue Ribbon Commission 
to develop transportation financing 
proposals. 

“T returned to New Jersey to 
spend more time with my family,” 
said Rumowicz. “.. . when then 
Commissioner Fox heard of my plans, he 
offered me a position. It made the move 
back really coming home.” 


Rick Remington 

After leaving, NJDOT’s new 
Strategic Communications Director Rick 
Remington joined Amtrak as Manager of 
Corporate Media Relations. He handled 
communications planning and served 
as spokesperson for Amtrak’s Northeast 
Corridor high-speed rail program. 
Remington also did communications for a 
nonprofit organization. 


Operations 
Assistant Commissioner for 
Operations Chester J. Lyszczek has 


We remember 


A wreath and 32 safety cones surrounded the Employee Memorial during National Work 
Zone Awareness Week, April 6-April 12 to honor the 32 NJDOT employees who have died 


in highway work zone accidents. 


ft Fore —get! 


appointed Jeff Callahan as Executive 
Director, Regional Operations South 
and Aram Mardekian as Executive 
Director Regional Operations North. 

Lawrence Sroka, was named 
Manager | of Project Support and 
Engineering. Supervising Engineer 
Anthony Walano will manage the 
Electrical Engineering and ITS 
Units in the Bureau of Maintenance, 
Engineering, Division of Operations 
Support. 


Traffic Engineering 
& Safety 


Director of Traffic Engineering 
& Safety Patricia Ott has appointed 
Douglas R. Bartlett as Manager of 
Traffic Engineering & Investigations, 
William Beans as Manager of Safety 
Programs and James R. Carl as 
Manager of Transportation Data 
Development. 


Employee Support 
Patrick J. Barton has been 
named Manager of Succession 
Planning & Baldrige Assessment. 
His responsibilities include employee 
organizational assessment and 


"The Annual NJDOT Golf Outing will be held at the Cream Ridge Golf Club 
September 8. For more information call John Dourgarian at (609) 530-2124. 


development, leadership development, 
employee developmental planning 
and other related areas. 


Transportation Services 
Executive Director Theodore 

H. Matthews has appointed 15-year 

employee James L. Badgley as 

Manager of Freight Services, 


Motor Vehicle Services 

Al Faella joined the Division as 
a Government Representative assigned 
to the Fix DMV Team, the Siting Study 
Team and the Full Driver Testing 
Group. 

Jackie Shelly is Section 
Supervisor, Fiscal Resources. Shelly 
will work directly with Dennis Rivell, 
Chief of Adminstration and will have 
the responsibility for the accounting 
functions currently at NJDOT that 
will transition to the Motor Vehicle 
Commission. 

As Confidential Assistant to the 
Director, Helen P’Simer is responsible 
for marketing and public relations for 
Fix DMV initiatives that are about to 
be introduced to the public. P’Simer 
will also set up press events and 
briefings. 


Walk, run for 
cancer survivors 


You can join the American 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life 
on June 6 and 7 at Mercer County 
Community College Campus. 
The overnight jogging/walking 
event honors cancer survivors and 
remembers cancer victims. Contact 
Pat Bowker at (609) 530-3741. 


Capers receives 
Bridgeman Award 


Harry A. Capers, Jr., Manager 
of Structural Engineering and New 
Jersey’s State Bridge Engineer received 
the Bridgeman of the Year Award at 
the annual meeting of the Association 
for Bridge Construction and Design, 
Northeast Region, Inc. The meeting was 
held at the Yale Club of New York City 
on February 5. 


Speedy design delivers safety — and — kudos 


Currently it is a difficult maneuver in heavy traffic 
congestion. “Over the past three years, there were nine 
accidents,” said Commissioner Jack Lettiere. “Our engineers 
went to take a look. Safety concerns made us proceed quickly.” 

Within 22 days, Capital Project management under the 
direction of Assistant Commissioner Art Silber fast-tracked the 
Wall Township project and received bids under the estimate. 

Maintenance Engineering & Operations were able to 
incorporate the work in a contract that included work on Route 
138 to further speed up the process. 

As an extra kudo, the Department received praise for its 
efforts on the editorial page of the Asbury Park Press. 

“All the staff involved in this project, including construction 
and field inspection, deserve recognition for their swift work in 
bringing this accelerated project to fruition on time and below 
estimate,” said Lettiere. 


Project Engineer Chris Barretts, Sr. Engineer Rimvan Le, Project Jaffe developed the accelerated “Pipeline 3” project with his 

Engineer Bob Abitz and Principal Engineer Harish Bhanderi are _ team: Laine Rankin, Planning and Development; Bill Beans, 

members of the fast track design team headed by Manager Rich Safety Programs; Kimvan Le, Geometrics; Harish Bhanderi, 

Jaffe. Team members missing from the picture are Laine Rankin, Maintenance;. Dave Smith, New Technologies and Products; 

Bill Beans, and Dave Smith. Chris Barretts, Traffic Signal and Safety and Bob Abitz, Value 
Thanks to an innovative NJDOT design team led by Engineering. 

Richard Jaffe, Manager of Value Management, the Routes “The new project delivery pipelines give us the opportunity 

138 and 18 ramp in Monmouth County’s shore area will be to fast track more projects,’said Jaffe. “This accomplishment 

completed by Memorial Day. positively reflects the talents and dedication of our NJDOT staff.” 


Szotak solicits help 


‘“‘We must support those who 
protect us” is one of Ed Szotak’s favorite 
sayings. 

Assigned to NJDOT Electrical 
Region South. Szotak feels strongly about 
showing support for those who have been 
called to duty. A member of the New 
Jersey Army National Guard assigned to 
Homeland Security, Szotak of Electrical 
South is involved in the Family Support 
Program for the 253" Transportation unit 
of Cape May County. 

“They support any active duty 
military family, and help comfort all of 
our troops,” said Szotak. “If any one is 
interested in getting more information 
or is willing to help this effort, they 
can contact me at (609) 425-5640 or 
(609) 203-5498. 


DOTRA celebrates nine years in the Sunshine State 


The NJDOT Retirees Association recently celebrated 
its ninth annual reunion in Rockledge, FL. Forty-four former 
employees traveled to the reunion from other cities in Florida 
and points north. Shirley Birkhead Pierce, wife of the late Bill 
Birkhead of Construction hosted the event. 

Other retirees attending the reunion were Al Alaimo, 
Dot and Chet Andres, Chuck Bernasco, Mike Busketta, 
Don Clark, Joe Cleary, Sante Falvo, Rick Fugaro, Marury 
Guadagno, Trude Hart, John Kennedy, Davr Quaid, Frank 
Scarpati, Adolph and Marie Stepowany, Charles Takacs, Roy 
Tindell, Jack Wouters, Frank Wegel, Peg Wieger, Ruth Zasoski 
and Charles Zweigle. 


DOTRA members George and Peg Weiger and Marie Stepowany 
enjoy the ninth annual Florida reunion. 


Each April 15 is the deadline for the onerous task of filing 
income tax forms. 

The month is also the deadline for “filing” the NJDOT 
budget for the new fiscal year and defending it before 
legislative committees. 

The eight-section, almost 200-page document that 
comprises the $2.5 billion budget that Commissioner Jack 
Lettiere must explain and defend, is the work product 
of dozens of NJDOT, NJ TRANSIT and Motor Vehicle 
employees across all operating units. 

“The accuracy and quality of our budget preparation has 
the ability to make or break NJDOT operations for one or more 
years, “Lettiere said. “Particularly in the face of the state’s 
severe budget restraints this year, I am impressed by and very 
thankful to staff for their work on this year’s budget.” 

Chief Financial Officer Steve Hanson and his Budget 
Director Jack Innocenzi headed the effort with the help of 
Roseanne Corrigan. 

Melissa Bullis and Erin Nelson coordinated, compiled 
and edited information from all over the Department, “the 
most difficult job of all?’ Innocenzi said. The Print Shop under 


Andy Tobias reproduced the book under an impossible deadline. 
Innocenzi also named the following for recognition: Deirdre 
Boes, Maryann Massey, Carmen DeMarco and Karen Pierce of 


Budget Analysis; George Britton, Elizabeth Castellano, Maurice 


Guagadno, Rafik Hajar, Lin Krenkowitz and Frank Lewis of 
Program Analysis. 

Assistant Commissioner of Intergovernmental Relations 
Mark Matzen’s staff prepared the legislative materials. 
Contributing to the effort were Miriam Crum, Kathy Diringer, 
Deb Mangan, Sharon Shinkle-Gardner, Pat Snyder, Debbie 
Stevenson, Mary Stone, Maureen Sweet and Aaron Watson. 


Information came from the heads of all Department units: Art 


Silber and Rick Crum; Chet Lyszczek and Pat Bowker, Dennis 
Keck and Howard Immordino; Kate Immordino and Janice 


DeJohn; Victoria Rivera-Cruz and Vicky Tilghman-Ansley; Joe 


Licari and Mike Macfeeters; Diane Legreide, Shawn Sheekey, 
Dennis Rivell, Jackie Shelly and Paul Sumners; Madelyn 
Rumowicz and Jennifer Stuart; and from NJ TRANSIT Lynn 
Bowersox, John Pierson, Rae Hutton and Pat O’ Connor. 

The Commissioner’s testimony was written by Alexandria 
Sica. 


Women advised to mentor; recognized for contributions 


“They can excel and they know how to run a business,” 
said Commissioner Jack Lettiere as he introduced the 
commemoration Women’s History Month to more than 100 
participants at NJDOT Headquarters on March 26. 

Lettiere alluded to how 
women have influenced his 
life. Some of these include 
his wife — the first female 
general manager of a soccer 
team in the United States 
— his daughter and co- 
workers at NJDOT. 

“Some great NJDOT 
women include Madelyn 
Rumowicz, the first and 
second time she’s been 
here, Kathy Stanwyck and 
Laurie Gutshaw,” said 
Lettiere. 

Speakers included 
Bonnie Watson Coleman, 
Assemblywoman, District 
18; Lizette Delgado, 
Assistant Secretary of 
State; Diane M. Legreide, 
Director of Motor Vehicles; 
Madelyn Rumowicz, 
Assistant Commissioner, 
Interagency Coordination; 
Mary Ameen, Assistant 
Chief Engineer of the NJ 
Highway Authority and Kate 
Immordino, Assistant Commissioner of Administration. 

The message iterated at the celebration was clear. 

“You have to mentor as a recipient and as a giver,’ said 
Immordino. 

“The state wouldn’t be what it is if it wasn’t for women. 

They can create a better way of life,’ said Watson Coleman. 


Assistant Commissioner Chet Lyszczeck of Operations 
congratulates Director Pat Ott of Traffic Safety and Engineer after 
she received an award at the Women’s History Month event. 


Legreide predicted there will be a woman president. She 
said events have changed the rules for women. Legreide gave 
as examples the creation of the U.S. Women’s Soccer Team and 
women serving in the infantry and as reporters and prisoners of 
war in Iraq. 

Three NJDOT women 
were honored at the event 
for their contributions for 
bettering the lives of others 
in the workplace or in their 
communities. Patricia 
Ott, Director of traffic 
Engineering and Safety, 
was acknowledged for her 
outstanding role as a mentor 
and role model for women 
at the NJDOT and in the 
transportation community. 
Her award stated that her 
exemplary character and 
achievements created a 
pathway for women who 
strive to succeed in the field 
of transportation. 

Grace Bergmann, 
Secretarial Assistant 3 in 
Maritime Resources, was 
recognized for her outstanding 
contribution to her community 
through the Seeing Eye Dog 
Organization, her role as a 
leader in the 4-H, and a Red 
Cross Disaster Worker. 

Barbara Haynes, Secretarial Assistant 2 in Community 
Relations was also honored. 

NJDOT women donated clean business clothing to “Image 
and Attitude,” a nonprofit organization that helps women move 
from welfare to work. 


New Jersey 


Department of Transportation i) pee nec ee pares 2 Mic: 

PO Box 600 | Paid 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600 Trenton, NJ 
Permit No. 21 


New bike tour guides now available 

Spring is biking season, particularly after the long, snowy winter. 

NJDOT now offers nine new tour guides in compact easy-to-bike-with color 
brochures that contain cyclist friendly maps and information. 

The guides present tours for the D&R Canal Towpath, the Last Covered Bridge, 
the Battle of Monmouth, Allamuchy, the Pine Barrens, the Great Swamp, Old Mine 
Road and three different river areas. 

To get these brochures, contact Bicycle Advocate Sheree Davis at Headquarters, 
(609) 530-4646. You can also download them at www.njcommuter.com. 

The maps and informational materials were completely updated for the first 
time since 1985. The federally funded project was produced by Davis and the Public 3 
Education and Marketing staff in the Communications Office. a 

The cyclists photographed in the brochure are Supervising Planners Elise 
Bremmen-Nei and Andy Swords (and his daughter Lauren), Transportation Planner 
Bill Riviere and Administrative Analyst I John Powers. 


NJDOT store opens 


Sales of NJDOT baseball caps, T-shirts, leather 
portfolios and ID badge holders and other items will help 
fund Team DOT at the American Cancer Society Relay, Toys 
for Tots and the Annual Coat drive. 

Open on Friday from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m., the 
store is always in need of volunteers. Call Leon Fulginiti at 
(609) 530-2604 for information. 


May is Asian American Month 
; Watch for announcements of planned festivities 
marking the Asian American Cultural Celebration Month. 
The theme this year is “Celebrate the culture; 
elevate the peace.” 
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Retirees 


January 2003 Kenneth Bendel, after 29 years, 
Assistant Crew Supervisor Highway Construction; 
William Briggs, after 25 years, Crew Supervisor Building 
Maintenance Worker. 

March 2003 

William Mullowney, after 30 years, Project Engineer 


Construction; Thomas Davis, after 25 years, Engineer 
Specialist Transportation. 

April 2003 

Kenneth Cucchiaro, after 25 years, Manager 2 Human 
Resources. 


Obituaries 


Former employee Gene A. Baldassari died August 18 
in Hamilton. His wife Angela, son Gene, daughter Frances 
Elmer, brother Enzi, sisters Adeline Federici and Dina - 
survive the Army veteran of World War II. 

Former Sr. Investigator of Region North Mack O. 
Pounds died October 8 in Hopatcong. His sons Robert and 
Stanley, his companion Magda Eger and his grandchildren 
survive the retired Army veteran, who received several 
medals including the Army Commendation Medal. 

John T. Krol died October 10 in Alexandria, VA. The 
retiree was an Army Air Forces sergeant who served in the 
Pacific Theater during World War II. Survivors include his 
daughter Nancy J. Osput, brothers Richard and Alfred, sisters 
Eleanor Kazior and Helen Birkhead and grandsons. 

MVS retiree Eugenia J. Soncrant died October 16 in 
Fort Myers FL. Survivors include sons James M. and David 
L., and grandchildren. 

Retired Right of way Negotiator John C. Evans died 
December 28 in Palm Coast, FL. The decorated Army 
veteran of World War II served with the 6" Armored Division 
in Western Europe and the European African Middle Eastern 
Theater. His son Ronald, daughter Eileen Ingram and 
grandchildren survive him. 

Retiree Maryann H. Matzko died January 6 in 
Trenton. Survivors includer her son William B. Jr. her 
daughter Kathleen M. Chanowich, her brother Michael 


Hattala and a grandson. 

Retiree John A. Simone died January 8 in vissanene 
PA. The U.S. Navy veteran of World War II is survived by 
his sister Gertrude. 

Retired MVS Supervisor Bernadette McKee died 
February 17 in Lawrenceville. Survivors include her son 
James E., daughter Patricia Finegan, grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. Y 

Cecil G. Ahrahams died recently in Mannington 
Township, NJ. Survivors include the retiree’s wife Marjorie, 
his brother Gerlad Cunningham and grandchildren. 

Retired Maintenance Worker Irvin Tredway, Signs 
and Lines in Netcong died February 17 in Dover. The former 
Chester Police Officer and Volunteer Fireman is survived 
by his wife Elizabeth, his son Charles, his daughter Barbara 
Rolph and his sister Edna Zanotti. 

Retired employee John R. “Doc” Soden died March 
22 in Trenton. The U.S. Navy veteran is survived by his wife 
Josephine and a son John C. 

Specifications Writer John L. Wincek of Quality 
Management Services died April 6 in Yardville. The 
33-year employee is survived by his wife Patricia. 

Retiree Donald J. Miller died April 10 in Hamilton. 
An active member of the DeCou House Fire Company and 
a captain of the Mercer Fire Police, Miller is survived by his 
aunt Elizabeth Abel Taylor and his friend Lisa Zook. 


PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 
Questions and Answers 


What is personal protective equipment? 


Personal pro.ective equipment, or PPE, is designed to protect employees from serious injuries or illnesses resulting from 
contact with chemical, radiological, physical, electrical, mechanical, and other workplace hazards. PPE includes a variety of 
devices and garments such as goggles, gloves, vests, earplugs, and respirators. 


What do the regulations say? . 


OSHA’s primary PPE standards are in Title 29 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 
Part 1910 Subpart I. In addition, 29 CFR 1926.95.106 covers the construction industry. These standards have been adopted by 
New Jersey Public Employee Occupational Safety and Health regulations (PEOSH). 


The general PPE requirements mandate that employers: 


e Conduct a hazard assessment to determine what hazards are present that require the use of PPE 
e Provide workers with appropriate PPE 
e Require them to use and maintain it in sanitary and reliable condition. 


Using PPE should be the last line of defense. Engineering controls, work practices, and administrative controls must be used 
when feasible. Engineering controls involve physically changing a machine or work environment. Administrative controls 
involve changing how or when employees do their jobs (work scheduling and rotating employees) to reduce exposures. 
Work practices involve training workers how to perform tasks in ways that reduce their exposure to workplace hazards. 


If hazards are present that need the use of protective equipment: 


PPE must be selected 

Employees must be required to use it 

Selection decisions must be communicated to employees 
PPE must be selected that properly fits workers 


In addition, employees must be trained if required to wear PPE on how to do the following: 


Use PPE properly 

Be aware of when PPE is necessary 

Know what kind of PPE is necessary 

Understand the limitations of PPE in protecting employees from injury, 
Don (put on), adjust, wear, and doff (take off) PPE 

Maintain PPE properly. 


How do I know if I need PPE? 


Consult your resources. Ask your supervisor, read the Material Safety Data Sheets, manufacturer’s labels, remember what you 
were told during training classes and follow the Safety Manual and standard procedures for the job. 


How do I get the protective equipment I need? 


If you need PPE, ask your supervisor for the necessary equipment before doing the job. Any work requiring PPE must not be 
performed without the proper equipment and training. Employees must be medically evaluated to determine if they can wear 
certain PPE such as respirators. 


If PPE is not readily available, your supervisor will need to order the equipment. PPE must be ordered like any other supplies. 
A PS-31 (Material Requisition) or P2 (General Requisition) must be completed depending on your unit’s procedure. Contact 
your buyer or budget center manager if you need further advise. 


REMEMBER THE MISUSE OF PPE OR IMPROPER SELECTION OF 
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT CAN HAVE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES!! 


Attention: Renco truck-mounted attenuator (TMA) users!!! 


It has come to the attention of the NJDOT Bureau of Employee Safety that nof all 
protection vehicle operators are using truck-mounted attenuators properly during work 
zone operations. Following are the necessary/mandatory safety precautions: 


> Be absolutely sure to set them up properly in the lowered position for better 
protection. 


o Your crew and the motoring public will have less of a chance of receiving 
severe injuries should an incident occur at a work zone. 


> Two locking pins must be manually inserted through the TMA’s frame to keep it 
in a horizontal position so as to absorb the full impact of a vehicle. This practice 
is not always being followed. What to do: 


o If the pins are not available, bring it to the attention of the crew supervisor 
immediately, then take the equipment out of service. 

o If you notice someone not using them, please notify their supervisor, or 
their crew supervisor, immediately. Next, advise the operator to use the. 
pins. Do not use the equipment if not properly set up! 


The use of these pins is mandatory at all times!! 
Following are the results of non-use of these pins: 


o The added stress and weight of supporting the lowered TMA now falls on 
the two pivot pins. 

o Stress will eventually wear out the pivot pinholes in the frame. 

o TMA to be dead lined from further use until new replacement frames are 
purchased. 

o Delay the use of the TMA in our work operand which are already in 
short demand. 


So the bottom line is.. 


Please, as a safety reminder, we urge all employees, regardless of 
which tool, machine, equipment, etc. you use, to always follow all 
manufacturer's safe practice recommendations and operator 
instructions in order to create a safer work environment for 


everybody's sake!! 


